Meeting Monday, Sept. 27,1999 at King-Greenleaf Recreation Center 



Visit the SIAf web page at www.swcic.org 
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Arena and die 
Community 

by Davelene Retishaw 

Ik "Y"ow that Arena Stage has agreed to stay 
I vy * n Southwest and we. have had our 
JL l|.. moments of celebration, it is time to 
esume our efforts to work with Arena to help 
hem overcome some of their problems with 
he community. 

These are problems of crime, inadequate 
larking and rehearsal space, expansion of their 
icility (to include a new venue for produc¬ 
es,. more administrative/office space and 
dequate shop space to build sets, etc.), 
nprovement of the lackluster waterfront and, 
ossibly the most important of all, lack ofcom- 
lunication widi the Southwest community. 

Overcoming these problems will require 
continued on page 2 


Major Renovation Underway at 

L’Enfant Plaza 

by Susan Fischer 

r ’Enfant Plaza, designed by I.M. Pei in 

the 1960 s and envisioned as a critical 
L—^element ■ of the Southwest Urban 
enewal Plan, will greet the new millennium 
style. The centerpiece of its new look will 
: a spectacular forty by forty foot skylight 
rrently being constructed on the above- 
ound plaza in front of Loews L’Enfant 
aza Hotel. On ground level the skylight 
11 be the focal point of an expansive patio 
- a with benches and tables and a lawn for 
:nics and concerts; while below ground it 
11 constitute a new and airy roof for the 
opping concourse known as La Prome- 
de. 

In effect, it will bring the outside in to 
oppers in the underground mall and bring 
- inside out to plaza visitors, who will be 
le to see into the concourse from above, 
ven his fondness for glass walls, it is prob¬ 
ysafe to assume that I. M. Pei would also 
orove of glass ceilings (in the literal sense, 
it is!). 

continued on page 8 


I Southwest Task Force is 
Getting Things Done 
for Residents 

By Jack Evans, Member, 
D.C. Council (Ward 2J 

A big and enthusiastic turnout at the 
August 19 meeting of the Evans 
Southwest Task Force learned that 
Arena Stage is remaining in Southwest, that 
city agencies are cleaning up trash in parks 
and in vacant lots, and pedestrians will soon 
have safer access to Metro at Waterside Mall. 

These actions are all important to the cit¬ 
izens of Southwest, which some city agencies 
seem to have considered the forgotten quad¬ 
rant of the District. I formed the Task Force 
to bring pressing matters to the attention of 
city agencies, and then work with those agen¬ 
cies—or push them hard—to get their job 
done. 

The Task Force is a perfect example of the 
citizens telling government what to do, 
instead of the other way around. I have been 
working particularly hard on two matters: 
keeping Arena Stage in Southwest and con¬ 
verting Randall School into the Millennium 
Arts Center. We’ve succeeded with Arena 
Stage and are making progress on the Arts 
Center, as reported on page 6. 

Our key speaker at the August 19 meet- 
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Waterfront 

Beautification 

by Eric Slaughter 

F irst Mate Robert Collins of the 
dinner ship Odyssey III tends his 
mini-garden adjacent to the 
Odyssey Pier. Robert undertook the 
beautification project on his own. He 
planned, prepared and planted the 
coleus/pansy plots on his off-duty time. 
Robert hopes that others will follow his 
lead and he plans to plant other plots, 
which are presently barren along the sea¬ 
wall. He suggests that an “adopt a plot” 
program would help to motivate others. 
For more information, call (202) 488- 
6030. B 
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Welcome to 
Waterfront Station 
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* 1 ^he opening of - 
1 two new stations 
JL on the Metro 
Green Line unites two 
halves of the Green 
Line into one. The 
new stations - Georgi 
Ave. - Petworth at 
Georgia Ave at New 
Hampshire Ave NW 
and Columbia 
Heights at 14th and 
Irving St, NW-are 
Metro’s 77th and PV 1 ®" *" station 
78 th rail stations. 

j Metro patrons all the way from Greenbelt, 
MD, can now reach Southwest’s Waterfront 
area in 20 minutes. Other stations with 
through service to Waterfront for the first 
time include College Park/U of Md, Prince 
George’s Plaza, West Hyattsville, and Fort 
Totten. B 


¥tse Waterslsi© Mali Yasls Faro© 

will meet in the SWNA office Wednesday, 
October 6 at 7:00 pm to elect new Co- 
Chairs and nominations will be accepted 
from the floor. Nominees will provide a brief 
qualifications statement and their vision for 
the future of the WMTF. G3 
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(Above) OIcB* WestisrmoOc and June HirsSa; 
(Right) BoareSeti-iup building 

Visit by Ward 2 
Councilmember’s Staff 

by Herb Holmes, 

District 4 Representative 

ip| ecently, June Hirsh from Coun- 
l-c' cilmember Evan’s office and some 
A Mother members of his staff visited the 
District 4 Section of SW Representatives 
from the D.C. Department of Public Works 
accompanied them. The visit included sites 
such as the Southwest Community House, 
some public housing units, and some areas 
with vacant buildings which have been aban- j 
doned by their owners. It was an opportuni¬ 
ty for the citizenty to express their concerns 
to Councilman Evans. 11 



The Southwest Neighborhood 
Assembly Meeting (SWNA) will be 
held on Monday, September 27, 
1999, 7:30 p.m., at the King-Green¬ 
leaf Recreation Center, 201 N St. 

SW According to SWNA President, 
there will be three speakers. 

Weiss Suggests Lawsuit 
Against EPA 

Southwest residents should seek an injunc¬ 
tion to stop EPA from abandoning its West 
Tower office building, Dr. Marc Weiss, wrote 
in an Op-Ed piece to The Southwester. 

Weiss argues that the Federal Govern¬ 
ment should protect Southwest from the 
economic effects of EPA’s “base closure.” He 
also argues that letting EPA occupy most of 
j the D.C. city hall — the Wilson Building — is 
“outrageous”, and an insult to D.C. s Home 
Rule. 

For lack of space, The Southwester was 
unable to print the article, but gave it direct¬ 
ly to the Board of Directors of SWNA, Inc., 
for action. 11 


Letter from Editor.... 


Arts & Culture.. 


S.W Community House,. 















Your 

Real Estate 
Professional 

BeaB. Paget 

Specializing in 

Apartments and Townhouses 
..On the Waterfront.. 
..On Capitol Hill.. 



Bea B. Paget 

Licensed in DC, ML) & VA 
Your Neighbor in SW 

Call me today! 

202 - 554-5317 

202 - 393-1111 

E-mail: beapaget@aol.com 

Prudential Carruthers Realtors 

A Park in Search of a 
Name 

by Margaret Feldman- 

M. Southwest resident suggested that we need 
to name the park at the corner of I Street and 
6th Street. He checked with the Park Service 
and found it really has not been named. He 
suggested the name of a well- known jazz 
musician who used to live in SW. Perhaps 
others have specific names to suggest, or other 
ideas. How about sending suggestions to the 
Southwestern Call 554-8560 or e-mail to: the- 
southwester@yahoo.com. B 

Advertising Rates 


1 DISPLAY ADS: Pre- & Post-Paid Rates 


Camera Ready 

1/16 page 

1/8 page 
1/4 page- 
172 page 
Full page 


$140,00 


iCLASSIFIED ADS 


Real Estate, Items for Sale, Employment 

$1 per word 

If you are interested in selling advertising for the 
Southwester, please let John Hartwell know, 
Advtg.: 202-479-0783. After October 15, 1999 
call (202) 554-8560. 

The advertising chair can help you design an ad 
specifically for you. 

Ad deadline: Wednesday, October 6 


Letter from the 
Editor 

This is the last time that I will be writ¬ 
ing to you all as your editor. After being 
in this job for eight years, the time has 
come for new direction. I will be travel¬ 
ling quite a bit and will not be able to 
continue my editorial-managerial 
duties. I’ve really learned a lot and met 
some great people. Thank you. The 
group which puts together the South- 
wester each month will continue as 
usual and, jointly, will take on the extra 
duties of manager. If anyone out there 
has time to join the team, this is one 
volunteer job which not only promises 
to be very interesting but has the added 
benefit of your learning a lot about 
your community. Please call (202)554- 
8560 and leave a message. Someone 
will return your call. Articles may be e- 
mailed to:thesouthwester@yahoo.com 
or you can drop labeled disks off at the 
desk of 700-7th St, SW, Apt 130. 

—Carole Early 


For advertising information, call John 
Hartwell at (202) 479-0783. He wilt be 
out-of-town between Oct. 15 and Nov. 15. 


Arena contdfrom page 1 

commitment from the police, Jack Evans, die 
DC government, SWNA and ANC, the water¬ 
front businesses and last, but not least, the 
community. At a previous meeting, Mr. 
Stephen Richard, Executive Director, stated, 
‘Arena is eager to build partnerships with the 
mall and waterfront businesses. We need their 
support and we need an increase in theatre 
attendance; right now, it is low. Our main goal 
is for our new director, Molly Smith, to make 
Arena the center of the country for develop¬ 
ment of new plays. Also, we would like to be 
able to provide our consumers with creature 
comforts of safety, ample parking and large 
lobbies that offer early arrivals space to browse 
and enough rehearsal space to accommodate all 
our actors.. 


The following are the 
guidelines for publication in 
The Southwester: 

The paper serves as a community bulletin 
board as well as a vehicle for news stories. 
Occasional articles pertinent to the city will 
be printed. Opinion letters should be 
addressed to Letters to The Editor. Contribu¬ 
tions written by community residents are 
welcome. Articles should be well written and 
answer the five newspaper questions: Who, 
What, Where, When and How. Ads will be 
accepted only from paying customers, but 
may be rejected if the contents are of ques¬ 
tionable taste. 

The editor makes the final decision as to what 
appears in the paper. 


Southwest Community Calendar 
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Sept. 23 

Thursday 

Sept. 27 

Monday 

Oct. 1 

Friday 

Oct. 2 

Saturday 

Oct 2 

Saturday 

Park, 

Oct. 2 

Saturday 

Oct. 2 

Saturday 

Oct. 4 

Monday 

Oct. 5 

Tuesday 


Wednesday 

Wednesday 


Wednesday 

Wednesday 


NARFE DC Chapter 2052, 12:30 pm , 

Southwest Branch Library 

Southwest Neighborhood Assembly, 7:30 pm at King 
Greenleaf Recreation Center, 201 N St., SW 
Jack Evans, Southwest Task Force, 9 am Arena Stage 
Conference Room, 6th and Maine Ave., SW 
Huge Yard Sale, 10-2 pm, Westminster Church, 

400 I St., SW 

Southwest Family Day, noon to 6:00 pm, Lansburg 

Delaware and L Sts., SW 

NARFE SW Chapter Rummage Sale, ALL DAY 

Eastern Market, 200 block of 7th St., SE 

Komen Toastmasters Club 10:15 am 

Southwest Branch Library 

SWNA Board Meeting, 7:00 pm SWNA Office, 

Waterside Mall 1 St. side 

First District Citizen Advisory Meeting, 7:00 pm, 
DCPD, 415 4th St., Community Room 
Fil-Am Toastmasters Club, 6:45pm 
Southwest Branch Library 
Southwest Chamber Players Concert, 7:30 pm 
St. Augustine’s Church, 6th & M St. SW 
Komen Toastmasters Club, 10:15 am 
Southwest Branch Library 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2D, 7:00 pm 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 4th and I St., SW 
AARP SW Waterfront Chapter #4751, 12 noon St. 
Matthews Lutheran Church 3rd & M St. SW 
Fil-Am Toastmasters Club, 6:45pm 


Oct. 28 

Thursday 

Southwest Branch Library 

NARFE DC Chapter 2052, 12:30 pm 

Nov. 1 

Monday 

Southwest Branch Library 

SWNA Board Meeting, 7:00 pm in SWNA office in 

Nov. 2 

Tuesday 

Waterside Mall I Street side 

First District Citizen Advisory Meeting, 7:00 pm, 


DCPD, 415 4th St., Community Room 


Please submit calendar items for the next issue by October 6th to C. W. Hargmve, 554-8284. 


Moreover, we would like to see the water¬ 
front offer restaurants with ambience and food 
choices that compete with downtown, and 
additional shops that offer gifts, books, art gal¬ 
leries and coffee houses.” 

Following a commitment to attend com¬ 
munity meetings and work with the schools, 
Mr. Richards last comment was, ‘Arena wants 
to work better with Southwest to achieve our 
goals.” Our response is: Arena we are ready! H 



_ 

Advertise in 
I THE SOUTHWESTER todayil 


n Th e | 

Southwester 

P.O. Box 70131 B Washington, DC 20024 

554-8560 (leave message on tape) 

Southwester Staff: 

Dale Maclver Assistant Editor Cathy Wallace Business Manager 

Gary Hill Townhouse Distributor Maurice Cook Writer 

Wally Babington Theater Critic Karen Finkel Desktop Publisher 

John Hartwell Advertising Chair C.W. Hargrave Calendar 

Susan Fischer Advertising Beryl Rice Southwester Board 


Drop off your stories on diskette with photos by Wednesday, October 6, in the box behind the 

counter at the SW Library, 3rd & I or the desk at 700 7th St., SW, Box 13B. 

E-mail text to: thesouthwester@yahoo.com 
Printing by Silver Communications Corp. 

The objective of the Southwest Neighborhood Assembly, a.k.a. SWNA is: to improve the 
quality of life for all residents of the Southwest; to open to every Southwest resident the wide cultural 
horizon of modern urban living; to help create rich and equal social, educational and economic oppor¬ 
tunities for every boy and girl of the Southwest; to assist in providing the opportunity for gainfiil employ¬ 
ment for every adult resident and to promote development of the aesthetic potential of the Southwest. 
These objectives shall be pursued without regard to the social, economic and racial barriers that have 
divided cities in the past. 






ing was Andrew Altman, the new director of 
the Office of Planning in the city govern¬ 
ment. Prior to the meeting, I drove around 
■ Southwest to acquaint him with the commu- 
f nity. He’s from Philadelphia and most 
recently worked on the waterfront renais¬ 
sance in Oakland, California, and comes 
extremely highly qualified for the job. He 
was most impressed with the potential for 
the waterfront and for integrating activities 
{ of the waterfront,' Arena Stage, and Water¬ 
side Mall. 

Reports from the Task Forces three com¬ 
munity-action subcommittees were most 
; heartening. Richard Westbrook, head of the 
Public Works Subcommittee, told of leading 
a second walk-through with officials of the 
Departments of Public Works (including the 
new head of DPW) and Parks and Recre¬ 
ation. Herbert Holmes, a board member of 
the Southwest Neighborhood Assembly, also 
joined the group. 

This walk focused on areas' east of 
Delaware Avenue. “What struck us the hard¬ 
est was Lansburg Park, behind Bowen 
School, which is rundown, filled with trash, 
and dangerous,” Dick said. The Recreation 
Department promised to clean it up, and. 
we’ll be watching for results. 

The vacant lot behind Syphax Gardens is 
strewn with trash. “We are bringing this 
problem to the attention of the D.C.Mous¬ 
ing Authority,” Dick said. “The Evans Task 
Force is doing a very good job of getting 
recognition for what’s going on down here,” 
Dick said later, but the real reason things are 


getting done is people like Dick Westbrook. 
Andrew Kreider reported that his Retail Sub¬ 
committee wants safer pedestrian access 
from the Waterfront-SEU Metro Station 
directly to the Mall. It’s met successfully with: 
Colonial Parking, Metro, Bresler & Reiner, 
SWNA, and other local representatives. 
Also, the Subcommittee seeks better direc¬ 
tions for people who emerge from the Metro 
Station and want'to reach Arena Stage or the 
Waterfront. The near loss of Arena Stage 
made us all realize what an invaluable asset 
this is to the community. The Arts and Cul¬ 
ture Subcommittee is continuing to work 
with Bill Wooby’s Randall School/Millenni- 
um Art Center, Davie reported. He is mov¬ 
ing closer to closure with the D.C. School 
Board for unfettered ownership of the facili¬ 
ty. Currently, Wooby is establishing his “Art 
on the 6th Floor” business there. He has 
asked for community help to clean up the 
facility within the next three to four weeks. 
The Subcommittee will organize this event. 
Details regarding time and date to be 
announced. 

The next Task Force meeting will be held 
on October 1 at 9:00 a.m. at Arena Stage. All 
Southwest residents are welcome, especially 
neighborhood leaders, resident council 
heads, chairs and boards of housing organi¬ 
zations, and representatives of businesses, 
churches, and other organizations. D.C. 
Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Horton 
will join us for that meeting. Please come. B 


Church Yard Sale 
Sunday, Oct 2 
9 AM ■ 2PM 

rain inim 


400 I St SW 
(across from Amidon) 
484-7700 


Furniture, tvs, 
mirrors, toys, 
costume jewelry, 
clothes, shoes, 
dishes, household 
items, lamps 
books, cds, 
greeting cards, 
baked goods, 
and more... 


Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Friday Jazz 6-9 PM (see ad) 

Second Sunday Brunch Forums 12 Noon ($6 donation) 
October 10 Forum: "The Good News According to Jazz" 
with guest speaker and jazz musician 
October 16 Workshops: "Challenging the Ex-Gay 
Movement" and "Keeping Relationships Alive & Well" 
ALSO: Now forming Spiritual Direction Group. 



You wouldn’t want to 
let out DC’s best kept secret! 

Tiber Island Cooperative Homes, the city’s premier waterfront commu¬ 
nity, is the place to live. A quick walk from Capitol Hill, the Mall, 
and downtown s attractions, Tiber Island is also convenient to major roads 
and Metro. 

Planning an event? Then consider the beautifully renovated historic 
Thomas Law House — a Washington showplace for more than 200 years. 


429 N Street, SW, WDC 20024 ° 202-5544844 
visit our web site @ www.tiberisland.coni 




CALLING ALL PROCRASTINATORS! 

lave you been pulling off buying or selling a home? Interest rales are starling to go 
up, and we all know what that means, lake the first step! Cal! me lo discuss how you 
can lake advantage of today's favorable market!-' - Pam Kristof 

Year to date, 1999 - Over 90 transactions and $19 million in sales and settlements 



Realty Group 

Pam Kristof 
Principal 
202.588.2021 

loan Carmichael 
Buyer Specialist 
202.484.0146 

Kevin McDaniel 
Buyer Specialist 
202.486.8388 

Licensed in DC, MD & VA 
. IWM8C Capita! Properties 


SO BIG, YOU’LL NEED A MAP! 

Huge 2 bedroom, 2 bath condo at the prestigious 
Riverside. End unit with lots of windows and a large 
balcony overlooking grass, trees and grounds of Ft. 
McNair. Located near the waterfront, theater, shops, and 
restaurants. Full service building and garage parking 

included! $134,900. 

Call Joan Carmichael at 202-484-0146. 

IDENTITY CRISIS? 

One bedroom condo that thinks it is a townhoiise! 
Separate entrance with fenced front yard. This home has 
new carpet, washer/dryer, and parking. Ail this near 
shops, pinks, restaurants and waterfront, for only 
$70,000. Call Joan Cannichael at 202-484-0146. 

DON’T SIGN ANOTHER LEASE- 

when you can buy a place of your very own. Fab 1 

bedroom co-op with sunny eastern exposure. Located on. 
an upper floor, this home has a screened balcony for 
sitting outside and enjoying the view. Monthly fee 
' includes taxes and all utilities. Call this home for only 
$22,000. Call Joan Carmichael at 202-484-0146. 

WANT MORE FOR YOUR MONEY? 

Terrific 2-unit - live in one and'rent the other or easily 
convert to a single family home. Both units are bright 
and sunny with tall ceilings and gorgeous moldings. 

Cute landscaped back yard with parking. Great 
condition. Great location. Unbeatable price! Only 
$ 119,900. Call Joan Carmichael at 202-484-0146. 
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Channel Square Wins First Youth 
BB Championship 


WASHINGTON 
CABLE nfii 


Serving Southwest D.C. for 
over 20 years 

Washington Cable vision is 
available at: 

Capital Park Town Center 

Garrollsburg ' Plaza 

The Lansburgh Town Square 

Market Square Towers 

River Park Washington 

Watergate Harbour 

Marina View Waterside 

Towers Towers 

Pennsylvania 
Plaza 

No unsightly wiring in your apt. 

We use the existing wiling in your walls. 

The best of cable TV at a reasonable 
price including: 

CNBC, CNN, HN, ESPN, 
C-Span, BET, MTV, 
Discovery, A&E, and more. 

THREE movie services 
are available: 


Channel Square defeated 

James Creek-1 to 

become the champions / 

at Southwest’s first 1|U-' j 

annual youth summer /—■' 

basketball tourna- / ’' 

merit, played at King t . 

Grecnleal “Grand j'f'.j 
Garden” courts at j 1 
Canal St. & M St. j ; ' : \ 

S.W After losing 'Wf 

two of the first three 
games in the tournament, Channel 
Square: put together four straight 
wins and controlled the tempo of the 
championship game. With great 3- 
point shooting by Alan Clipper, 
Keith Thompson and James “Deon” 
Martin, CS proved to be too tough 
late in the game. With 16 seconds 
remaining Alan Clipper hit a driving 
lay-up under the outstretched arms 
of Calvin Cade. CS coach Derrick 
Jackson was named coach-of-the- 
tournament. Tracey Hooks was given 
a trophy as “Fan of the Year.” The 
Youth Activities Task Force of the 
Southwest Neighborhood Assembly 
(SWNA) supplied over 100 baskets, 
ball jerseys for the summer league.) 


•fluvo teams off Southwest basketballs All- 
Stars defeated teams from Takoma Park, MD. 


Channel Squares Champions: 

(back row, L to R) Maurice Bowling, 

Jason Cade, Colby Mercey, James “Deon” 
Martin, Joe Patterson, Gerald Bailey, 
Marcus Russell. 

(front row L to R) Keith Thompson, Head 
coach Derrick Jackson, John Thompson, 
Alan Clipper. 


S.W. Youth All-Stars 
Smother Takoma Park 


Two S.W. All-Star teams - the 13 to 15 and 16 and 
up - outplayed teams from the City of Takoma 
Park, MD, this summer. Players selected from the 
11 teams of the S.W, summer league which had 
been competing since June were pitted against sim¬ 
ilar all-stars from the City of Takoma Park recre¬ 
ation department. The younger S.W team had lit¬ 
tle difficult)' - winning, after building a 22 point lead 
by half time, A much closer finish and late dunks by 
Calvin Howard and Gregory Head helped the older 
team finish offTakoma Park by 7 points. E9 


Advertise in 
¥HE SOUTHWESTER 
ansi ©et Results! 


HBO, SHOWTIME Sc 
THE MOVIE CHANNEL 

Call (202) 646-1600 

to order 


of Downtown.... 

I Retired to Thomas Home, 


Thomas Houses location in the heart of our 
nation’s capital means that all the social, cultural 
and political activities of this exciting area are in 
our residents backyard. 

The opera, concerts, theatrical performances 
and art galleries are assets Washington has to 
offer... and Thomas House residents take 
advantage of all of them l 

Activities, transportation, continuing health 
care (should it be needed), and other services are 
all a part of retirement at Thomas House. 

Find out more today! 
Mail coupon or call 

ISse 5 (202) 347-3983 


S □ Please send me information on T homos Home 
J □ Please call me to arrange a visit to Thomas House 

\ Name... 

1 Address....... ; . 

I city.Stale.....Zip.1.. 

I Phone (.)..... 

i MAIL TODAY TO: THOMAS HOUSE 

1330 Massachusetts Avonue, N AY. 
Washington, D.C. 20003 


AFFORDABLE RETIREMENT 
IN THE HEART OF WASHINGTON! 


S SW398 
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Summer Program at Jefferson Jr. High School 




Masses on Mon. to Wed., YMCA on Thurs- 
lay and field trips on Friday. That was the 
chedule for the S.E.A.S. summer program at 
efferson Jr. High School. The Black Wax 
duseum with a slave ship, the Baltimore 
Jarbor, and the National Geographic Society 


Jr. HisjVa stusieirctts m 6Sie “Summer Educa¬ 
tion, Arts & Sports"program on a field trip. 

were examples of field*trips. The computer 
lab at Jefferson, with virtual reality, was the 
scene for some of the classwork. Art, music 
and technology were the emphasis for the 
classes. 13 


Club #4 Football Season Underway 







if 


'hree teams of teen-age and pre-teen football players living in Southwest are competing with 
ther neighborhoods in D.C. in the Metropolitan Police Boys and Girls Club league. Most of the 
Ider youth have played in die league since age 8 . Intense rivalry with other neighborhoods has 
eveloped. H 


Tutors Needed at 
Bowen 

du are needed to volunteer to work one-on- 
le with a third grade student at one of 
•C. s targeted assistance schools in South- 
Sst. The Center for Artistry in Teaching has 
program called Reading Works! It is an 
novative and effective tutoring program. 
Dme help a child improve his or her read- 
5 , writing, and communication skills while 
ilding a meaningful, positive relationship, 
tor once a week (Tues, Thurs, or Fri.) 
>m 1 p.m -2 p.m. at Bowen Elementary 
hooi, 101 M St.,SW No experience is nec- 
ary. We welcome people of all ages and 
ifessions. We provide useful training. For 
ire information call Elly at (202) 822- 
81. H 


Saini C. Singh 


INSTALLATION 


HEATING, HUMIDIFIERS, 

WATER HEATERS, MAJOR APPLIANCES 
Refrigerators, Ice Maker Attachments 
All Makes & Models including Janitol, 
GE, CARRIER, FEDDERS, etc. 
Serving Entire Metropolitan 
Area Over 18 Years Experience 

Service 7 days a week 
24 hours a day 

Washington, D.C. 20024 
703)734-1760 • (202)554-5528 


New Students, New 
Teachers At Amidon 

Many new students in all grades have 
joined Amidon Elementary School and 
16 new staff members were added this 
year. A “Newcomers Club” was orga¬ 
nized and will meet regularly. Principal 
Mrs. B. Nophlin and School Counselor 
Ms. P. Reinbold greeted them and their 
parents with cookies and punch on Sep. 
3. Other activities planned for the new 
year at Amidon include performances by 
students in the Performing Arts Pro¬ 
gram, monthly birthday celebrations 
and student government elections in 
October for grades 4-6. §3 



Naturopath ° Ph.D. • C.N.C. 

COUNSELING 
ON VITAMIN & 
NATURAL 
REMEDIES 

Nutritional and herbal therapies as an 
alternative to orthodox medicine. For 
appointment call: 

202/554-4006 

_Mon-Fri, 5:00-7:00 PM 
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'aterside Mall 

401M St. S. I N. 202.646.0830 


'Limited 

Quantity! 

While 

Supplies 

Last! 
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ACADEMY AWARD” WllliR 


Also available for sale 
from Disney 

The Great 
louse Detective 

Save this coupon 

20% off all pre-rented 
Kids Videos 

Waterside Mall Location Only 

Exp. 10.30.99 
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Arena- The Community 

by Wallace Babington 

Molly Smith, artistic director, expressed a 
desire all of us have for the Arena: “My fervent 
wish is that with this decision we will focus on 
bringing Arena in all her glory into the new 
millennium with a spectacular, bold renova¬ 
tion.” Other comments give encouragement to 
the hope that the decision to remain in place 
will be accompanied^ by a determination to 
become an active participant and advocate for 
the rebuilding of our Southwest neighborhood 
into the exciting, vital community that we all 
want. For example, Stephen Richards, Arenas 
executive director, acknowledges that Arena has 
been in the Southwest neighborhood for 40 
years “Obut not of it, and we intend to change 
that posture, because we are now committed to 
revitalize not just our facility, but to revitalize 
the waterfront—the immediate Southwest.” 
The president of Arenas board of trustees, 
Steven Bralove says: “We want to be a catalyst 
in Southwest.” El 

Cavaliers Find Jazz in SW 

by Carl Greenwood 

Friday Night Jazz is right here in Southwest 
D.C. It happens eveiy week from 6-9 pm at the 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 4001 Street, 
SW (4th & I) it is top notch. We are happy to 
support and meet the m embers of the South- 
. west community for great jazz, good food and 
relaxing fun for the entire family. Admission is 
$5, children/youth get.in free. For more infor¬ 
mation, call the church at (202) 484-7700 or 
call Carl R. Greenwood at (202) 829-7159. ® 



Sculpture on the Arena 
Stage lawn 

by Wallace Babington 

You have by now noticed the sculptures that 
grace the Arena Stage lawn. These are part of 
a project known as “Portals,” the objective of 
which is to enhance the attractiveness and 
beauty of public spaces in DC. The project is 
supported with funds from the DC Com- 
‘ mission on the Arts. The three sculptures are 
titled: “Three in a Complement” by Foon 
Sham; “Turning Together” by Brent 
Crothers; and “Arch in Flight II” by Emilie 
Brezezinski. 


Ho*©Bia 9 s tie's! of the 

new season, “Hot ‘N’ Throbbing”, is now 
on stage. This new play is written by Paula 
Vogel, author of “How I Learned to 
Drive”, and is directed by Molly Smith. 13 
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EVERY FRIDAY 
6 to 9 PM 
Westminster Church 
4001 Street, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20024 
202.484.7700 

(near Green Line Waterfront metro stop -straight thru ma ll.tO..LSL) 

Coordinated by “Earl Banks Lettumplay ” 


September 10 Percy Smith, drums 

October 8 

Jacques Johnson, tenor sax 

Arnold Sterling, alto sax 


Bill Clark, piano 

Claude Liggins, organ 


Steve Novosel, bass 

Rudy Turner, guitar 


Gary Jenkins, drums 

Gary Hart, alto sax 

October 15 

Greg Lamont, organ 

Mary B. Morrison, poet 


Ricky Loza, drums 

September 17 Jerry Gordon, guitar 


Spencer Ranch, sax 

Emory Diggs, bass 

October 22 

Julie Hall, vocals 

Dan Reynolds, piano 


Vince Evans, piano 

Alfonse Young, Jr, drums 


Jay Jefferson, drums 

Stephanie Luster, vocals 


Russell Sledge, bass 

September 24 Marshall Keys, alto sax 

October 29 

Marsha M. Meekins,J7«/e 

Cheyney Thomas, bass 


Alvin Campbell, piano 

Warren Shadd, drums 


Kevin Lunsford, guitar 

Larry Scott, piano 


Teresa Wilson, bass 

Mary Jefferson, vocals 


Ernie Williams, drums 

October 1 Antonio Parker, alio sax 

November 5 

Peter Edelman, piano 

Michael Thomas, trumpet 


Butch Warren, bass 

Nasar Abadey, drums 


Billy Smith, tenor sax 

James West, bass 

Wade Beach, piano 


Joe Jackson, drums 


SOUTHWEST 


Straight-Ahead Live Jazz 
Admission $5 - ALL children are FREE 
Food, Beverage & Hospitality 

'ponsored by Westminster Presbyterian Church -Revs. Brian <5 Ruth Hamilton, Co-Pastor 


Southwest Chamber 
Players 

by David Ehrlich 

Wednesday, October 13: Joyce Bouvier, 
soprano; John Kabofif, Tom Blackburn, cello; 
David Ehrlich, Alfred Clark, piano. Poems 
by Kate Blackburn; Schumann, Frauenliebe 
und Leben; Bach, First Cello Suite; Bruch, 
Kol Nidre; Tschaikowsky, Rococo Variations. 

Wednesday, November 3: THE RETURN 
OF CONTRASTS! The brilliant European 
ensemble whose 1997 appearance at Saint 
Augustine s was the first of our Southwest con¬ 
certs. Kati SebestyEn, violin; Erwin Schiffer, 
viola; Freddy Arteel, clarinet; Dana Pro- 
topopescu, piano. Leclair, Trio Sonata; Mozart, 
Adagio/Rondo; Beethoven quartet, op. 16; 
Bruch, Romanian Melody; Gystelinck, Japan¬ 
ese Theme; Prokofiev, Overture on Hebrew 
Themes. 

All programs begin at 7:30 p.m. For fur- 
ther information, David Ehrlich, 202/484- 
6354. H 

Millennium Arts 
Center Update 

¥he Millennium Arts Center in the Randall 
School Building is a reality. They have moved 
into the building. “Art on the 6th Floor,” for¬ 
merly in the Design Center, will be housed in 
the newly purchased building at 65 I St., SW. 
Bill Wooby, the director, has been busily work¬ 
ing on the Randall project for many years; it 
has taken much longer than he expected. The 
MAC will be a nonprofit place for perfor¬ 
mances, rehearsals, art studios, a cinema, a 
restaurant, and a Gallery. S 



Kente cloth in an exhibit at the Smithson¬ 
ian’s National Museum of African Art at Inde¬ 
pendence Ave. and 10th St. S. W. Geometry Tradi¬ 
tion of Africa Shown In Kente Cloth Exhibit 

Geometric motifs in kente cloth as 
shown in a current display at the Smithson¬ 
ian’s National Museum of African Art repre¬ 
sent part of the ancient legacy of geometric 
forms in Africa, which reached a zenith in 
the pyramid structures in Egypt. One group 
at D.C. Link and Learn in the Waterside 
Mall is using the exhibition to integrate cul¬ 
tural and historical resources into learning 
opportunities outside of the classroom. An 
after school and weekend studies program 
called “Time and Space” is offered by the 
S.M.A.R.T. Technology Learning Center 
(TLC) in the Mall. Their phone is (202) 
484-7493 or RPA at (202) 488-1304. This 
Smithsonian’s touring exhibition, called 
“Wrapped in Pride - Ghanaian Kente and 
African American Identity” will continue 
until January 2, 2000. H 
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sort Your Community 

Since 1901, the Southwest Community House has 
been an important part of the Southwest community. 
Currently we provide counseling and job referral to 
the unemployed, food to the hungry and clothing to 
the needy, food and information to our seniors, and 
an after-school tutoring program which keeps 
neighborhood children off the streets and focused on 
their schooling. This year we added a housing 
assistance program which prevents families from 
being put out on the streets, and an adult literacy 
program which will help parents read and find work. 


When you give to the United Way/Combined Federal 
Campaign, support your friends who are making a difference 
where you live and/or where you work: in Southwest D.C. 

Please pledge to Donor # 8191. 

Thank You for Supporting the 
SOUTHWEST COMMUNITY HOUSBfl 
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The Southwester 


Report from the Ward 2 Member of the Board of Education, Westy Byrd 


Dear Residents of Ward 2, 

I have two goals as your member on the Board of Education: to be an 
effective advocate for the children I serve, and to restore honesty and integri¬ 
ty to the DC Public School System. It is the hardest job I have ever under¬ 
taken. 


I submit the following report: 

Parents and Grandparents: Many parents and grandparents have come to 
me with problems regarding their children and grandchildren. One was a 
mother from Walker Jones, whose two children were scheduled to repeat the 
same grade for die third year in a row. Another was the grandmother from 
Amidon, whose granddaughter was turned away on the first day of school 
because her paperwork was not correct. I am happy to report that, with the 
help of Mrs. Ackerman, we have been able to address the needs of these chil¬ 
dren and many others. 

What progress have our children made? Earlier this year, I translated the 
percentage of students scoring below grade level in reading and math into an 
actual number of students, from the 71,000 students in the public school sys- 


Reading: 45,026 were tested in 1998. Approximately 30,831 scored 
below grade level. Math: 46,530 were tested in 1998. Approximately 35,704 
scored below grade level. For 1999, Mrs. Ackerman set 6 performance targets 
for schools to raise student achievement. Of 147 schools, 7 schools met the 
targets. (Congratulations to Seaton Elementary, a Ward 2 school, for meeting 
the targets. Three of our Ward 2 schools—Hardy, Ross and School Without 
Walls—met 4 of the 6 targets.) I have not had the opportunity to break down 
the 1999 test results by student, but when I do, I will share them with you. 

Vocational Education: Parents and students complained at a public meet¬ 
ing earlier this year that vocational education, education in trades such as 
brick laying, has been eliminated or dramatically cut back. The District 
receives $3.9 million from the federal government for vocational education, 
provided the District spends $10.3 million from its own accounts. When I 
looked into how the District dollars are spent, I found most of it goes to pay 
salaries, such as a math teacher, a business teacher, a clerk, a health/PE teacher, 
a librarian, a home economics teacher, a secretary, a principal. The federal gov¬ 
ernment defines vocational education as “organized educational activities that 
offer a sequence of courses that provide individuals with the academic and 
technical knowledge and skills the individuals need to prepare for further edu¬ 
cation and for careers... In fact, the District is not spending its money on a 
sequence of courses leading to a skill. I forwarded my research to Mrs. Ack¬ 
erman. The vote to remove the President of the Board of Education: In June, 

I voted with the majority of the Board of Education to remove the President 
of the Board, Wilma Harvey, for: 1) taking official action to pay an employ¬ 
ee a salary substantially higher than that voted on by the Board, 2) misrepre¬ 
senting the Board in official correspondence— such as asking for a car and 
driver on behalf of the Board without the Board's knowledge, 3) using staff to 
perform personal errands and personal business, and 4) not showing up to tes¬ 
tify before Representative Tom Davis on the school budget and not giving 
prepared testimony before the Mayor on die budget. The majority of the 
Board believed it was unfortunate but necessary to make this leadership 
change. Students, parents and the general public are demanding reform and 


accountability. But lawyers for the Mayor, Corporation Counsel, said we 
must first hold a formal trial before removing the president. 

The Playground at Garrison Elementary, 12th and S Sts.: The children 
at Garrison have a new playground. We owe a great deal of thanks to Mr. 
David Hudgens, who donated more than $350,000; Arnold and Porter, 
which donated the legal representation; and Ruppert Nurseries, which donat¬ 
ed the trees and shrubs. The public school system has been leasing the ball 
field next to the playground to a neighboring church as a parking lot for 
$5,000 per year. The cars destroy the ball field by creating ruts and crevices. 
Mr. Hudgens has been land enough to offer to completely renovate the field, 
but he will not do the work if the school system is going to lease the field to 
the church. At this point, it is up to Mrs. Ackerman—will the field be a field 
for soccer and baseball or a parking lot? 

The parking lot across from the Georgetown Safeway has been leased as 
a flea market for many years. The operator of the market leased the parking 
lot for $35,000 per year from the school system. In turn, the operator sub¬ 
leased 180 spaces to vendors each week for somewhere between $25 and $40 
per week. Years ago, vendors would start lining up early Sunday morning to 
be assured a space at the flea market. One antique dealer alleges diat the oper¬ 
ator charges a $1,500 annual fee to hold a space each week. If this is accurate, 
the flea market could be generating $400,000 in income annually. Several 
months ago the Control Board issued a directive that all school property must 
be leased at market value. In fact, the public school system does not know 
what the market value of this property is because the administration has never 
put it out for competitive bid, and diere are several dealers who wotxld like the 
opportunity to bid on the property. Nobody knows how much money is 
being made from diis property because it is an all cash-business. I have twice 
asked Mrs. Ackerman to make sure any future lease of the property provides 
the children of the District their fair share. 

Teachers: One teacher called me and said, “If Mrs. Ackerman were in the 
room, I would hug her. For the first time, my books arrived on time, there 
are adequate supplies to teach, and diere is copy paper in the copy machine.” 

Shelby Braxton-Brooks, valedictorian of Duke Ellington, is attending 
Harvard University this year...Elizabeth Primas, a reading instructor at Antho¬ 
ny Bowen, received the Agnes Meyer Outstanding Teacher Award from The 
Washington Post....Delante Venson, a 4th grader at Stevens Elementary, won 
an essay contest for her essay on honesty. She wrote, “...I was about to lie, 
but...I told the truth. She punished me for a week...I learned to appreciate 
what I have...I learned not to steal what you want but to earn what you 
want...” Colin Hughes, an 8th grader at Hardy Middle School, won his divi¬ 
sion. He wrote, “Why is it so hard to tell the truth? Maybe you are afraid of 
the consequences and think you can get out of trouble by lying. Some people 
lie about themselves to make it appear as though they were superior, or 
enhance dieir egos... The Ward 2 School fund paid for die 6th grade girls at 
Bowen Elementary to have a 10 week course in modern dance. The instruc¬ 
tor from Dance Place said, “The girls knew the dance within 2 sessions. They 
are the best group of girls I have ever worked with.” Also, the Ward 2 School 
fund helped send a class from Shaw Junior High to New York City. I am 
happy to report they had a wonderful time. I will continue to work hard for 
our children and for a public school system of which we can be proud. If you 
have questions or comments, please call me at 342-3916. 


This is 
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Crime Continues To 
Drop In Southwest 

Theft from auto continues to be the 
most frequent crime in the Southwest 
area between the U.S. Capitol and the 
Potomac River. Somewhere in that area 
of 11,000 residents and tens of thou¬ 
sands of federal employees, nearly twice 
a day someone’s , car is broken into. In 
that 200 square block area a street mug¬ 
ging occurs 2 or 3 times a month. Over¬ 
all, crime in that SW area has dropped 
9% since 1998.13 


L’Enfant Plaza contdfi-ompage 1 

In any case, according to the senior vice 
president of Sarakreek Holding N.V., a Hol¬ 
land-based company which purchased L’En¬ 
fant Plaza in 1997, “The new skylight and 
plaza will add prominence to La Promenade 
as a shopping destination and take L’Enfant 
Plaza into the new century with appropriate 
dignity and style.” The skylight should be. 
complete in time for Christmas shopping 
and holiday dining in the more than 50 
shops and restaurants of La Promenade. 
Meanwhile, of course, all the shops are open 
and unaffected by the construction going on 
above them. El 

We want to thank everyone for their 
articles. Due to the fact that we had three 
times as many articles as we had space, 
many articles which we received will be in at 
a later date. SI 


Southwest Family Day 

Southwest Community House will again 
sponsor its annual Southwest Family Day, a 
celebration of the Southwest community,” 
states Peter Jones, the agency’s Executive 
Director. “There’ll be something for'every¬ 
one: lots of free food, rides and activities for 
children, free health screenings by the South¬ 
west Community Health Center, live perfor¬ 
mances, traditional fun contests, and more. 
There’s going to be bingo and a chess tour¬ 
nament. We’re anticipating involvement 
from the D.C. Police and Fire Departments, 
the U.S. Army and the Coast Guard. 

The 1999 Southwest Family Day will be 
held on Saturday, October 2, 1999 at Lans- 
burg Park. Contact Ms. Roberta Patrick at 
488-7210. II 


Adult 

Literacy Grant 

The Southwest Community House was 
recently awarded an adult literacy grant 
reports Peter Jones, the agency’s Executive 
Director. “The Board of Directors, staff 
and I are ecstatic that Southwest House 
can now provide this service. This is a 
golden opportunity to not only help 
adults to read, write and comprehend 
English better, but, perhaps for the first 
time in their lives, some Southwest par¬ 
ents will soon be assisting their children 
with their homework.” 

For enrollment information, contact 
SWCH at 488-7210. H 
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it roil in ©us finforr cuficsn Technology 

You’ve heard about the ever-growing career fields in Information 
technology and Computer Science. Now learn the latest programs and 
technology in a setting that’s right for you. 

Southeastern University? experienced faculty of industry professionals 
embrace a hands-on approach to teaching. 

Pursue your associate’s, bachelor’s or master’s degree in informa¬ 
tion systems or computer science. Get certified in Oracle, Unix, C, 
C++, Year 2000 Cobol, Visual Basic, web development and applica¬ 
tions, and more. Or take one of Southeastern’s many professional 
development courses. 

Southeastern is a private, accredited university that is affordable 
and conveniently located close to Soudiwest metro stops. Day, evening 
and weekend classes are available. 

Call today to register. 





SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY 

501 I STREET SW, WASHINGTON, DC 20024 
202/COLLEGE (265-5343) OR www.seu.edu 


THE BEST KEPT SECRET IN TOWN 












